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Justice Ginsburg loved opera. She once said, “If | had any talent that
God could give me, | would be a great diva.” She’s been an extra in
productions, but she made her first official opera debut in 2016 in a
speaking role as the Duchess of Krakenthorp in “The Daughter of
the Regiment” at the Washington National Opera.

Justice Ginsburg was the second woman and the first Jewish
woman ever appointed to the U.S. Supreme Court. She was
appointed in 1993 when she was 60 years old. Her steadfast fight
for women'’s legal rights made her a feminist icon.

Justice Ginsburg championed women’s and gay rights, and fought
for the poor and other marginalized groups. She was lead counsel
for the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) Women’s Rights
Project and was the first Supreme Court Justice to officiate at a
same-sex marriage ceremony.
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Nellie Bly was born Elizabeth Cochran Seaman. Seaman took the
pseudonym “Nellie” to go undercover as an investigative
journalist in the 1880s.

In addition to being lauded for her hands-on approach to
journalism, Bly was also well-known for traveling around the
world in only 72 days. She was inspired to do the trip after
reading the popular book “Around the World in 80 Days.” Bly
held the world record for a few months.

Bly is most known for exposing the abuse and neglect endured by
patients with mental illness. In 1887, she feigned insanity to
infiltrate the asylum on Blackwell's Island (now Roosevelt Island)
in New York and wrote “Ten Days in a Madhouse” about her
experience. Her investigative journalism inspired hospital and
asylum reforms across the country.
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